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President’s Message:

Spring and summer are typically thought of as the “off
season” for waterfowlers. During these months, many of us
are active in outdoor pursuits not associated with our passion
for all things related to waterfowl. For example, I know
many CWA members who are enthusiastic fishermen or
passionate golfers. Others have the travel and sight-seeing
bug. Still others are avid baseball fans who live or die by
their team’s position in the standings. And yet, for all of the
family, career and leisure activities that compete for our time
and attention, waterfowlers maintain a connection to our
sport that is largely unaffected by the calendar dates outlined
in the Connecticut Migratory Bird Hunting Guide.

No matter what our occupation or what time of year it is, we
say “duck hunter”, “goose hunter” or “waterfowler” when
asked to describe ourselves. It helps to define who we are.
Evidence of waterfowling as a core element of our DNA can
be seen in our daily behaviors during every month of the
year. Rather than to compartmentalize our interest in duck
and goose hunting, we integrate it into many elements of our
daily lives. Fishing trips provide an opportunity to find
new duck spots. Dog training and skeet shooting are not
only fun summer pastimes, but also offer a way to sharpen
hunting skills for October. In my case, even family
vacations offer a chance to “scratch the itch”. Many a
summer vacation has included a side trip to check out decoys
at a sporting goods store, or to grab a lodging brochure near
a likely looking duck marsh, or find out if an out of state
boat launch is accessible in December. My wife and kids
don’t even complain much anymore when I ask to take these
detours while on vacation. They simply roll their eyes,
knowing that no matter where we are or what we’re doing,
I’m thinking about waterfowling.

It is very important that the CWA maintains its focus on a
year round basis as well. Given the significant set of
challenges to Connecticut’s waterfowl population, from
habitat loss, to climate change, to reduced sportsmen’s
dollars for management funding, the work of dedicated
conservation organizations like the CWA becomes
increasingly important to the resource.

During my term as CWA President, I have learned that the
CWA has the capacity to integrate waterfowlers’ interests
into those of other Connecticut outdoor enthusiasts for the
betterment of all. Whether at a Trailblazers Day, focused on
recruitment of our youth into the outdoor pursuits, or the
Duck Day at the Livingston Ripley Waterfowl Conservancy
educating the public on the hunters’ role as conservationists,
to the Sportsmen’s Day at the state Capital demonstrating to
legislators the positive financial impact sportsmen have on
our economy, it is obvious that the CWA’s reach extends far
beyond the duck marshes and corn fields during the fall
flight. Our members’ generous financial support and
participation allows the CWA to be visible, active, year
round advocates for Connecticut’s waterfowl and habitat.

So, as I reach the end of my term as CWA President this
summer, [’m optimistic that our work on behalf of
Connecticut’s waterfowl will continue on a year round basis
and our outreach efforts will yield positive results. I look
forward to continuing to represent the CWA as our delegate
to and Secretary of the DEP Conservation Advisory Council.
But most of all, I look forward to working with other CWA
members on our many projects during the year, because after
all, at my core, I’'m a waterfowler.

David Proulx

Connie Chen “Best of Show”
CT Junior Duck Stamp Winner for 2009
Clint Herdman, 2009 CT Duck Stamp Artist

David Proulx, President
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